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As global markets react to shifting ecor{émic
conditions and inflation continues to cr%gt_e
uncertainty, many investors are wondering: What
is the safest investment | can make right now?
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SHOULD | INVEST IN?

As global markets react to shifting economic conditions and inflation
continues to create uncertainty, many investors are wondering: What is
the safest investment | can make right now - property or stocks?

Investing isn't just about growing your money; it's about making your
money work for you in a way that aligns with your financial vision.
Whether your goal is to generate passive income, achieve capital
growth, build generational wealth, or plan for your financial
independence, adopting a strategic approach to investing puts you in
control of your financial future.

In the current economic environment, it is crucial to explore all your
options to determine how you can maximise your wealth and create a
successful investment strategy. With so many different types of
investment, it is hard to know where your money is best placed to
achieve your financial goals. Two of the most popular routes that
investors typically pursue are property investment and the stock market.
But how do you know which one is the better choice? In this article, we'll
break down the key differences between these two major investment
types, helping you decide which is the smarter move in the ongoing
debate: property investment vs. stock market.
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Historically, property investment has been a stable investment, especially
during times of economic uncertainty or rising inflation. Property is a
tangible asset that tends to appreciate in value over time, providing
both long-term capital growth and the opportunity for consistent rental
income. On average, property prices in the UK double every 10-15 years,
making it an appealing long-term investment choice.

A property investment is unique in that you have a significant level of
control in maintaining and improving the value of your asset. Many
factors influence the value of a property, such as location, condition, size,
the type of property, amenities, and features. By considering these
factors, investors can make smart investments and can maximise their
return on investment as a result. For investors seeking stability, long-term
growth, and income generation, property remains one of the safest and
most rewarding investment options.

There are some key considerations that should be factored into deciding
whether you want to invest in property. Property investment usually
requires high entry costs, a clear property management strategy, and
upfront and continuous taxes. These elements of property investment
can all be effectively managed with the right assistance and with a clear
strategy.
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The stock market is another popular investment choice, offering investors
the potential for high returns. However, unlike property investment, stocks
can be volatile and susceptible to sudden market shifts. Stocks are
significantly influenced by the economic landscape and major
geopolitical shifts, which can create major fluctuations for the value of
the stocks. A recent example can be seen following the trade tariffs that
have been imposed by the USA on the rest of the world and have
caused major declines across global markets. Such significant price
declines are far more common in the stock market than in the property
market, largely due to the stock market's heightened sensitivity to
economic shocks.

For investors who are willing to accept higher levels of risk, the stock
market may offer great opportunities for capital growth. Stocks typically
have lower entry costs compared to property investment, making them
accessible to a wider range of investors. Furthermore, investors can
diversify their stock portfolio across many different industries and
companies, which does reduce the overall risk of losing the investment
stake.

While these benefits can be alluring, stock market investments require a
greater degree of due diligence as a result. Investors need to be
particularly shrewd when investing in stocks, which is difficult due to the
volatility of the market. The volatility of the stock market is what makes
this type of investment riskier than property investment. If you are seeking
more stable and predictable investment, the stock market may not be
your best option.



PROPERTY

INVESTMENT VS

€|

ADVANTAGE
INVESTMENT LTD

THE STOCK MARKET

Features Property Investment Stock Market
Capital . .
Growth Strong long-term growth, High potential, but more
Potential doubles every 10-15 years volatile and unpredictable
Income Rental income provides Dividends possible, but not
generation regular cash flow guaranteed
Entry Costs High (deposit, legal fees, Low (can start with small
stamp duty) amounts)
Risk Level Low High
Liquidity Low High
Control Over High L
Asset 9 ow
Time & Effort High - tcon be low if hlrtmg a ]
Required property managemen ow
company
Diversification Achievable but requires Easier

significant capital

Tax
Implications

Stamp Duty, Capital Gains
Tax, Income Tax, Corporation
Tax

Capital Gains Tax, Dividend
Tax
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Pros and Cons of Investing in Property

Rental Yield

One of the main benefits of investing is the opportunity to generate
passive income through rental yield. With property you can collect
regular payments from tenants, helping to cover mortgage payments or
generate additional income. How much you can generate is highly
dependent on the location of your property, the quality of the property,
and tenant demand. This is why it is vital to conduct effective market
research and source the best possible property available to ensure you
can maximise your return on investment.

Capital Appreciation

Property investment tends to appreciate in value over time. For example,
properties in regeneration areas can significantly increase in value as the
area is further developed over time. As the property appreciates this
means that you will be able to charge higher rents from tenants, but also
be able to achieve a substantial return when you eventually sell. The UK
is currently seeing significant capital appreciation across the property
market. In January 2013, the average UK house price was £167,716, but by
the end of January 2023, this price had risen to £290,000, representing @
/3% increase across the decade. This increase is even higher in region-
specific areas, like Waltham Forest in London, that have seen 100% price
growth in the same period. Savill's predicts the UK's house prices to grow
a further 23.4% by 2029. This long-term growth potential is one reason
why property investment is seen as a stable option.

In Liverpool, the £5.5 billion Liverpool Waters regeneration project is
currently the largest ongoing regeneration in Europe and is ensuring
Liverpool's property values will rapidly grow over the next 10 years.
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Taxes and Costs

Purchasing a property typically requires a significant upfront investment.
However, investors who do not have the full capital available can apply
for a buy-to-let mortgage, which allows them to borrow the remaining
amount needed. For example, banks like Barclays offer up to 75% loan-
to-value (LTV) on buy-to-let mortgages, reducing the initial capital
required from the investor.

Beyond the purchase price, taxes and additional costs are crucial
factors to consider when investing in property. These include Stamp
Duty, legal fees, the deposit, capital gains tax upon sale, and the
ongoing costs of maintenance and property management. While these
expenses can add up, there are strategies to manage them. For
iInstance, investors may choose properties that minimise certain taxes, or
they may invest through a buy-to-let limited company to reduce their
tax burden on rental income.

Property Management

Property investment requires you to maintain and manage the property.
While this can increase the amount of time and money that you devote
to the property, this is an essential aspect of property investment to
ensure that your property maintains its value and its tenant desirability. If
investors do not want to devote their time to the property and wish to
have their investment as a source of passive income, they can choose to
either invest in a property that comes fully managed or hire a property
management company to take care of the process for them. Hiring an
external company's services usually costs 10% of the rental income, but
allows for the investment to generate passive income for the investor.


https://www.barclays.co.uk/mortgages/buy-to-let/
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Liquidity

One downside of property investment is its lower liquidity. Selling a
property can take months, and the process can incur significant fees. If
you need to access cash quickly, property may not e the most flexible
option.

Property Investment Pros and Cons Summary

Pros Cons

Steady rental income High upfront costs

Taxes on rental income and capital

Long term capital appreciation :
9 P PP gains

Tangible Asset Ongoing property management

Less volatility / more stable Low Liquidity
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Pros and Cons of Investing in Stocks

Potential for High Returns
The stock market offers the potential for high returns, particularly in
growing sectors or high-performing companies. With stocks, your capital
can grow significantly over time if you make well-informed and
researched investments. Some investors even use dividend payments to
generate passive income.

Low Entry Costs

Investing in stocks doesn't require large upfront costs, making it an
accessible investment vehicle for many. You can buy as little as a single
share or invest in an index fund, providing flexibility to investors with
different budgets. Smaller companies will generally have more affordable
stock shares, but the risk will be higher, while blue chip companies (such
as Microsoft, Apple, Amazon etc) will have more expensive stock options,
but are considered more stable investments.

Volatility and Market Risk

The primary downside of investing in the stock market is its sensitivity to
global events. Stock prices can experience significant fluctuations due to
changes in market conditions, news, or company performance.
Geopolitical factors—such as wars, trade tariffs, or shifts in international
relations—can have a major impact on the market, especially when these
events are severe. Given the interconnected nature of the global
economy, a single decision can trigger a market decline, leading to
substantial losses. This volatility can e stressful for investors, especially
during periods of steep downturns, like the 2007-08 economic recession.
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To mitigate this risk, many investors turn to blue-chip stocks, which are
generally considered safer due to the stability, reputation, and financial
strength of these companies. Because of their size, resources, and global
influence, blue-chip companies are often better equipped to deal with
major economic shifts. However, even these seemingly secure
investments carry risks. Major global events or unexpected market
disruptions can still dramatically alter the economic landscape. For
example, the collapse of Lehman Brothers in 2008 serves as an
important reminder that even established companies can collapse amid

market turmoil.

Liquidity

One of the key advantages of stocks over property is liquidity. If you
need to access your funds quickly, you can sell your shares and receive
cash within days, if not hours. This flexibility makes the stock market an
appealing choice for investors who value liquidity.

Stock Market Pros and Cons Summary

Pros Cons

Potential for high returns High volatility and market risk

Emotional stress from market

Low entry costs .
fluctuations

Liquidity Dividends are not guaranteed

Passive income via dividends Requires careful monitoring
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When deciding how to invest your money, it is important to evaluate
what you are looking to achieve. This can help you figure out your
financial goals, risk tolerance, and how much you are willing to invest.

Finance and Resources

If you have a large amount of capital to invest and want a tangible,
long-term asset that can generate guaranteed income, property
investment could be your best option. Furthermore, if you have access to
only a portion of the purchase price of a property, buy-to-let mortgages
can assist you in funding the rest of the investment.

For investors who are working with a smaller budget, the stock market
may be a more suitable investment, but would not guarantee a return in
the same way a property investment would.

Risk Tolerance

The risk factor of each investment will also need to be factored in. The
stock market can offer high returns, but the market is prone to volatility.
While stocks have the potential for significant growth, achieving this
often requires a combination of careful research and a degree of luck.
Conversely, property has historically been a more stable and risk-averse
form of investment. Property is a more proven asset for long-term
growth, with property values generally appreciating year-on-year.
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Long-Term Goals

Your investment goals are also vital to the type of investment you decide
to make. It is important to determine your investment objectives and
decide which option aligns best with your goals. If you are aiming for
steady passive income and focusing on long-term growth, property
investment could be the type of investment you are looking for. Through
property, your investment strategy is directly tied to your financial goals,
so it is important to ask yourself these questions:

Are you looking for consistent rental income?
Do you want your investment to appreciate?
Are you looking to diversify your portfolio?
Do you want to build generational wealth?

If you are focusing on growing your wealth quickly and are willing to
adopt a riskier strategy as a result, stock market investment could be the
type of investment you are looking for.
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BE YOUR BEST OPTION

While both property and stocks offer unique benefits and drawbacks,
property investment generally provides a more stable and reliable
option, with the potential for passive income and capital growth over
time. Though it requires a larger initial investment and offers lower
liquidity, property often delivers more predictable returns compared to
the stock market. In contrast, while the stock market can generate
significant income, it is considerably more volatile and carries higher risk.

If you're seeking a long-term, stable investment that offers both income
and growth potential, property could be the ideal choice. With careful
planning, selecting the right locations, and effective management,
property can be a reliable way to build wealth and achieve your financial
goals.

Ready to explore the potential of property investment? Contact us
today at Advantage Investment. We offer personalised, tailored
consultations to help guide you toward the right property investment
opportunities.


https://advantageinvestment.co.uk/speak-to-a-property-expert/

Invest In A Thriving
Economy Today!

We can help you make profitable
purchases in the property market.

We specidalise in sourcing the very best
properties, specifically to meet our
client’s needs. Every client is unique and
has different goals and we firmly believe
a tailored approach on an individual

basis works best over a ‘one-size fits all’
consultancy service.




